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Marshall County 
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314 Fifth Street   P.O. Box 123 
Lacon, IL 61540-0123 
Phone: 309-246-2349 
E-mail: marshallcountyhistory@ 
gmail.com 
Web: www.marshallcountyhistory. 
org 
 
President ï Rick Keating 
Vice President ï Ed Glaser 
TreasurerðBob Weber 

Rec. Sec. ï Theresa Thimm 
Managing Director ï John Wabel 
EditorðConnie Swanson 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

ANNUALINDIVIDUAL  ï $15 
ANNUAL FAMILYð$25 

LIFE ï $200 
LIFE HUSB/WIFEð$300 
AFFILIATE ï $25ï$100 

Renewals are due in December 
 

 
 

MCHS 2015 BOARD MEETINGS 
All meetings are on Saturday at 

the museum at 10 am   

Dec 13 (Annual Board Meeting) 

February 7 
April 4 
June 6 
August 8 
October 3 
December 5 (Annual  Board Meeting) 

 

Closed Dec 14 thru Jan 12 
 

Old Settlers Corner 

MUSEUM HOURS: 
TUES. & WED. 9 AM ï 12 PM 
SATURDAYS 10 AM ï 12 PM 

Or call the Museum for appointment 
309-246-2349 

Read the newsletter online: 
www.marshallcountyhistory.org 

Charles Davis M.D., who 
for many years was engaged in the 
practice of medicine in Marshall 
County as a representative of the ho-
meopathic school, and who died 
June 28, 1891, was born in Colum-
bia, Herkimer County, NY June 1, 
1814, He came to Illinois in 1836, 
and though the Black Hawk war had 
occurred about 4 years before, there 
were still some Indians who lingered 
in the state and many evidences of 
pioneer life was still seen. He en-
gaged first in farming in Fulton and 
Peoria Counties and in the spring of 
1850, he removed to Henry. 
   He pursued both the eclectic and 
homeopathic course of medicine in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, graduating from 
the Eclectic Medical Institute in 
1850. For many years he practiced 
successfully in Henry, and had a 
large business as a general practi-
tioner. Prior to coming to Henry he 
had practiced allopathy, a type of 
homeopathic medicine for five 
years. 
   Dr. Davis was united in marriage 
on November 1, 1845 to Miss Aure-
lia Williams, a native of Ohio, born 
August 8, 1822. They had 5 children 
of whom two survived, Maria L. of 
Henry and O.C. Davis of Racine 
Wisconsin.  
   Mrs. Davis died in Henry on Janu-
ary 25, 1857. She was greatly missed 
by her many friends for she dis-
played sterling traits of character, 
and her good qualities of heart and 
mind endeared her to all. 
Mr. Davis again married Polly Ayles 
by whom he had 2 children who died 
as infants. She died May 9, 1899 at 

   Mr. Davis later married Polly 
Ayles by whom he had 2 children 
who died as infants. She died May 
9, 1899 at the age of 80 years. 
   Dr. Davis passed away June 28, 
1891 at the age of 77. His religious 
faith was of the Swedenborgian 
church of which he was instrumen-
tal in starting in Henry in 1857.  
   He was a man of strong intellec-
tuality and marked individuality, 
and he left behind an honored 
name. 
(Past and Present of Marshall and 
Putnam Counties , pub 1907) 

Other early Henry doctors: 
Dr Templeton 1837 
Dr Annis 1840ôs 
Dr. Charles Baker 1848 
Dr James McCoy 1850 
Dr John Baker 1850 
Dr. T.L. Faulkner 1855 
Dr J. Stickel 1869 
Dr. Joseph Kalb 1869 
Dr. L. B. Martin 1879 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

December 13, 10:00 a.m.  
at the Museum. 

Officers & board members 
will be elected for 2015. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

Other Sparland businesses 
F.H. Gehr, Hardware and  
Funeral Director. A complete 
stock of light and heavy hardware, 
roofing, paints, and farm supplies. 
He served the community for many 
years. 
Gapenôs Druge Store. The Gapen 
Drug storeôs popularity grew until it 
was known by practically everyone 
in Steuben Township. They also 
carried a complete stock of school 
supplies needed for Marshall  
County grade and high schools. 
Hunter Lumber  Co. The Hunter 
Lumber Company had a high repu-
tation for providing supplies for 
solving  any  repair problems. A 
full line of building supplies, insu-
lation and roofing were available. 
They also operated the Gamble 
Store agency and sold auto parts 
and  accessories,  tires,  batteries,  
motor oils and hardware. 
Brydenôs Filling Station. Deep 
Rock Gas was sold at Brydenôs Sta-
tion, guaranteed your motor would 
not miss on the hills. They had a 
chart that recommended the best 
grade of oil best suited for your 
needs.  
   The above mentioned businesses 
were in operation in Sparland in 
1938. 

   A sidelight to this story is the fact 
that for a time during World War II, 
about a dozen German prisoners of 
war who were held at Camp Ellis 
near Lewiston, were brought by 
truck to the plant to work. Mr. Hen-
ry Appel who spoke German was in 
charge of them an d supervised 
their work. 
(Article written by Mamie Fleming) 

Marshall County Jail 
February 20, 1857 
   The county court of this county 
have authorized the building of a 
new jail in this county to cost 
$12,000.  The contract was taken up 
by Mr. E. WHITE of Lacon. The 
building is to be built of brick and 
stone, 34 x 64, two stories high.      
   The first division of the building 
will contain several rooms designed 
for the residence of the jailerôs fam-

ily. (Taken From "The Courier" 
Newspaper, Henry, IL)  

Township Officers at the 
election on last Tuesday, 
April 1857 
 
FOR SUPERVISOR,   
Samuel Camp, (no opp.) 154 votes 
 
TOWN CLERK, 
John Barnard  86 
A.M. Pool  55 
 
ASSESSOR, 
J.W. Sinclair  84 
R.E. Heacock  68 
 
COLLECTOR, 
J.E. Devalon  121 
C.S. Woodward     36 
 
OVERSEER OF THE POOR, 
Ephraim Hoyt  81 
Valentine Weis  57 
 
COMMISSIONERS OF HIGH-
WAYS 
Robt. Dawson  146 
S.G. Worley  153 
Wm. P. Williams  155 
 
CONSTABLE, 
J.T. Fogle (no opp.) 125  
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New Members: 
Barbara Adams, Patricia Biggs, 
Mary Diane Blass, Jonathan Kurrle, 
Genevieve Majernik, Joan Murray, 
Marti Murray,  
 
New Affiliate Member:  
The Coffee Hub in Lacon 

Wish List 
Small 4 or 5 ft step ladder 
Electric Drill 3/8" corded / cordless 
2 or 4 drawer file cabinet, heavy 
duty. 
One-room school pictures/histories 
Mannequins for clothing display. 
Clothes rack on rollers 5-6 ft tall 
Donations are tax deductible. 
Thank you for your help. 

Annual Dues for 2015 
   The annual dues for being a mem-
ber of the Marshall County Histori-
cal Society has been the same as 
long as any of the members can re-
member. 
   With increased costs of opera-
tions, upkeep, etc. , the Board de-
cided to increase the annual dues 
effective immediately.  
   The cost of printing and mailing 
the newsletter takes a good portion 
of the dues and one reason we went 
to 4 times a year instead of 6. 
   If youôd like help us cut costs and  
receive the colored newsletter by 
email, please let us know. 
Individual Memberð$15 
Family Membershipð$25 
Life Memberð$200 
Life Husband & Wife- $300. 
   Please complete the application 
form enclosed and return it with 
your 2015 dues by December 15. 
   This is a small change that will 
greatly help continue the work of 
the Society. 
    

The Lacon Rotary Club planted and 
dedicated a "Redpointe" maple at 
the courthouse in memory of Jean 
Davis. Nine members of Jean's fam-
ily attended, along with the Lacon 
Rotary Club members. Rotary Pres-
ident, John Wabel, welcomed eve-
ryone and spoke about why they 
chose to planted a tree here in 
Jeanôs honor. Rev Ross Wyman 
blessed the tree and everyone there. 
John spoke briefly about Jean and 
her dedication to the city.  

Tree for Jean 

Annual Pie Sale 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $  

 
The Annual Pie Sale was another 
great success.  
 This is the major income for the 
society along with membership 
dues.  
   We had 78 pies for sale and 
none were left when we 
closed. Over $1,700 was raised so 
far. There is still money coming 
in and we have already.  
   Special thanks to Co-
Chairwomen Theresa Thimm and 
Bev Meils, the Pie Sale Commit-
tee, the Museum Volunteers, and 
the Pie bakers for their hard work 
on this event. 
   Thanks to those who generously 
donated "Folding Pie" money. We 
couldn't have done it with out all 
of you.     
 
 John Wabel, Director 

Theresa Thimm and Bev Meils, 
our pie committee co-chairmen 
in their new ñVolunteerò shirts 

   In January, 1956 the Marshall 
County Historical Society was or-
ganized in the  courtroom of the 
Marshall County Courthouse in 
Lacon, Illinois. The Society will be 59 
years old next year. 

The Museum will be closed 
during the holiday season 
from  Dec 14 - Jan 12         
to allow our volunteers 
times to enjoy the holidays 
with their families. 


